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PERFECTION  AND  POWER. 


Cbristtan  perfection. 

"Be  y.  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which 
■s  in  heaven  is  perfect."-MATT.  5  :  48.  ' 

gS  it  possible  to  fulfil  this  commandmtnc? 
W  Does  Christ  here  exact  the  impossible,  or 
^     can  we   through    all    the   provisions   of 

acter  "iT^/r  l"^'"  '°  ^^^  «Perience,  char- 
acter and  life  here  required?  Surely  the 
Master  does  not  demand  from  His  dSiples 
what  IS  unattainable.  How,  then,  are  we  to 
understand  this  Divine  requirement? 

Ihere  is  an  infinite  sphere  which  God  fills  to 
the  uttermost,  and  is,  therefore,  a  perfect  God 
2f?  'L^  ^"/'[^  'P'^^''^  *at  we  may  corn- 
She  e  a  He  ""  "^''r  '"  °"'-  ""'^'  '^^''-^ 
sjhere.  '"  ^    "'*   '"    ^''   boundless 

fn.  ^  ^  '  i^^  P^'P^^^  fo"-  which  it  was 
s  fo'lS'  wif  *i'  '^''■^r«t^"<=es  in  which  it 
is  found.  When  the  reaping  machine  was  first 
manufactured  it  simply  cut  the  grain  an^  iSd 
It  in  a  swarth  on  a  table.  This  was  all  the 
maker  intended  it  to  do;  it  was,  therefore  a 


S  u^l'*""'.  ^^"  ^^"^  **s  an  attach- 
ment which  put  ,t  off  the  table  in  sheaves,  and 
dispensed  with  the  service  of  one  man.  This 
was  all  the  manufacturer  expected  of  it  It 
was  a  perfect  reaper.  Now  it  cuts  the  grain 
and  binds  it  into  sheaves,  and  dispenses  with 
the  services  of  two  or  three  other  men.  This 
also,  is  a  perfect  machine^it  meets  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  manufacturer. 

Sr  in  different  spheres  and  different  cir- 
cumstances there  are  different  degrees  of  per- 
fection for  uod's  creatures.  The  angelic  h^ts 
are  perfect  in  their  heavenly  home.  Adam  was 
perfect  in  his  state  of  primal  innocency. 
Under  the  economy  of  redemption  there  is 
necessarily  different  degrees  of  perfection. 
Ihere  was  an  inferior  perfection  for  the  early 
patriarchs  Noah  was  perfect  in  his  genera- 
tion. Job  was  a  perfect  and  upright  man. 
God  said  to  Abraham,  "  Walk  before  me  and 
be  thou  perfect." 

A  larger  perfection  belonged  to  the  Prophetic 
period.  The  Psalmist  said,  "  Mark  the  per- 
fect man  and  behold  the  upright." 

There  is  a  still  higher  perfection  under  the 
Oospel  dispensation.  Jesus  said,  "  Be  ye  there- 
fore perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven  is  perfect."  To  the  rich  young  ruler 
He  said,.  If  thou  wouldst  be  perfect,  sell  all 
that  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  come 
and  follow  me/'  Paul  said,  "  Let  us  go  on  to 
perfection  "  Let  as  many  as  be  perfect  be 
thus  minded."    "  Be  perfect,  be  of  good  com- 


I 


/ 


sutes*^'?/  °"'  '"'"^'  ''■^'=  '"  P^^^"    James 

Snir.V?  T^  L.^    dispensation    of   the 

Whit  Srr''''.^""*'^"  ^^  ^""  «how 
t-eorourSnveS;:°'-"^^"^'""-*the 

are"perYeJrcSSr'^'-^°-''^^-we 

GrSifrten'jXS^"^'^"-^^^ 
ouJ?o:vtsi;nr'^'-'^^--^^atthet™eof 

defilement.'"  Theo.  ^f'  thJreSe"'"'"^' 
us  two  different  defi^nitio^s  of'^flt  Tl 
wilful  transgression  of  a  known  law    J/r  •!  • 

ss"4s'  XT'"  •»  i-S'r^^! 
own  Sr„^r'.r  "T^ctzS"  °'°" 

no  mnJemnalion  to  then,   lli,  „.  f  'k""" 

law  of  sin  and  death     For  w^!/.i!         "'  ^^^ 


God  sending  His  own  Son  in  likeness  of  sinful 
flesh,  and  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh. 
That  the  righteousness  of  the  law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh  hut 
after  the  Spirit." 

2.  We  are  saved  also  from  the  defilement  of 
our  own  personal  sm.  "  We  are  born  from 
above."  "  Bom  again  not  of  corruptible  seed, 
but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God, 
which  liveth  and  abideth  forever."  "  We  are 
made  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus."  "  We 
are  renewed  in  the  Spirit  of  our  minds." 

3.  At  the  time  of  our  conversion  we  are 
saved  from  the  power  of  sin.  At  the  time  of 
our  regeneration  there  comes  a  new  Divine 
power  into  the  human  soul.  It  is  the  power  of 
God  in  man,  and  through  this  Divine  power 
we  are  emancipated  from  the  dominion  of  sin. 
This  freedom  from  the  power  of  sin  is  clearly 
taught  by  Paul  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  "  What  shall  we  say 
then  ?  Shall  we  continue  in  sin  that  grace  may 
abound  ?  God  forbid.  How  shall  we  that  are 
dead  to  sin,  live  any  longer  therein?" 
"  Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified 
with  Him,  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be 
destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve 
sin,  for  he  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  sin." 
"  Let  riot  sin  therefore  reign  in  your  mortal 
bodies  that  ye  should  obey  it  in  the  lusts 
thereof.  Neither  yield  ye  your  members  as 
instruments  of  unrighteousness  unto  sin,  but 
yield  yourselves  unto  God,  as  those  that  are 


alive  from  the  dead,  and  your  members  as 
instruments  of  righteousness  unto  God.  T  - 
sin  shall  noi  have  dominion  over  you  for  ye 
are  not  under  the  law  but  under  grace." 
"  What  then?  Shall  we  sin  because  we  are  not 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace?  God  forbid." 
"  Know  ye  not  that  to  whom  ye  yield  your- 
selves servants  to  obey,  his  servants  ye  are 
whom  ye  obey;  whether  of  sin  unto  death,  or 
of  obedience  unto  righteousness?"  "Being 
then  made  free  from  sin  ye  became  the  ser- 
vants of  righteousness."  "  For  when  ye  were 
servants  of  sin  ye  were  free  from  righteous- 
ness." "  But  r.ow  being  made  free  from  sin, 
and  become  servants  to  God,  ye  have  your 
fruit  unto  holiness  and  the  end  everlasting 
life."  ^ 

4-  We  are  saved  from  the  practice  of  sin. 
Christ  said,  "  He  that  committeth  sin  is  the 
servant  of  sin.'  Paul  said,  "  The  servant  of 
sin  is  free  from  ^hteousness."  This  freedom 
from  the  practice  of  sin  is  clearly  taught  by 
John  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  first  general 
Epistle.  "  Whoever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not 
commit  sin,  for  His  seed  remaineth  in  him  and 
he  cannot  sin,  because  he  is  born  of  God." 

But  are  we,  at  the  time  of  our  conversion, 
saved  from  original  sin,  or  inherited  defile- 
ment? We  do  not  say  that  there  is  never  any 
instance ,  in  which  a  man  may  be  so  fully 
instructed  in  the  great  privileges  of  the  Gos- 
pel, that  he  at  the  same  time  trusts  fully  in 
Christ  for  pardon,  and  for  the  thorough  puri- 


transmitted;  but  if  there  are  such  cases  thev^ 
^'•^^^^"Idingly  rare.  Usually  a  maTseeS 
pardon  thinks  only  of  his  own  sin  and  Sf 
deliverance  from  it,  and  God  says  to  him  "Be 
P/°  tljfe  according  to  thy  faith."  Rarely 
It  -s  that  he  thinks  at  that  time  anythin/aboS 

consider^' ''''^"^"^-  ^'''^  "eads^s  to 
.  II.  What  further  work  after  our  conversion 
.s  necessary  to  be  accomplished  in  ordir  X" 

tTe  TeL''  r^*  ^'^"^*'^"«  ?  There  rSusfbe 
defilemZ  TK  ^^"8^'"^'  ^^^n-of  transmitted 
oehiement.    The   common   experience  of  all 

sbn  S'  "  *''*  ^"'^"^"^"*  '°  their  conver- 
sion they  are  conscious  of  the  upi  sine  of  evil 
thoughts,  evil  tempers,  pride,  seH-wilf,  coS 
ousness  and  a  host  of  emotions  that  krTnot 
m  harmony  with  the  mind  of  Christ.  These 
should  ar'  ''"'  .*t^  ^^'^t-  No  Christian 
ancv  Th.  ^"^  °^  '^'T  *°  '^^^^  the  ascend- 
tR  I-  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ""^^''  ""^  subjugated,  but 
the  believer  is  conscious  of  their  existence 
This  accords  with  the  teachings  of  Scripture." 

'%r    "f  *  m'  ^""''^  ^'  Corinth,  says: 
Brethren,  I  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto 

n'chW  ;''"t  1!  ""'?  ?™^''  ^^^"  ^^  ""to  baSs 
with  ^iV  .  ^l'  ["'^  y°"  ^'^'^  '"''k  and  not 
with  meat;  for  hitherto  were  ye  not  able  to 
bear  it,  neither  yet  now  are  ye  able.  For  ve 
are  yet  carnal,  for  whereas  there  is  among  you 
envying  and  strife,  and  divisions,  are  yl  not 
carnal,  and  walk  as  men  ?"  ^ 


To  the  Galatians  he  says :  "The  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  Spirit  and  the  Spirit  against  the 
.  Hesh.  These  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other 
so  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would." 
^oth  the  Corinthians  and  the  Galatians  whom 
Faul  addressed  were  babes  in  Christ,  but  not 
perfect  Christians. 

It  is  necessary  that  we  should  discriminate 
between  the  mental    and    moral   powers  that 
belong   to    the    original    constitution   of   our 
nature,  and  the  perversion  of  those  powers 
Otherwise  we  may  be    expecting    something 
through  redemption  that  we  will  never  obtain 
Emulation,  for  example,  is  an  original  attri- 
bute of  human  nature.  It  is  planted  within  the 
soul  for  our  improvement.      It    sees    others 
above  us  and  it  puts  forth  every  effort  to  rise 
to  their  exalted  platform.   Envy  is  the  perver- 
sion of  emulation;  it  sees  others  above  us  and 
would  drag  them   down    to   our  own   level 
Emulation  is  right,  envy  is  wrong.     Settled 
antagonism    to    every    form    of    moral    evil 
belongs  to  the  original  constitution  of  every 
holy  being;  it  is  in  the  very  nature  of  God.  If 
we  did  not  possess  it  we  would  not   be  like 
God;    but  ordinary  anger  against  the  person 
that  commits  the  evil  is  a  perversion  of  this 
original  attribute  of  human  nature,  and  is  sin- 
ful.   Our  souls  should  abhor  the  evil,  but  ten- 
derly pity  the  perpetuator  thereof.   Christ  once 
looked    round    upon    the    unbelieving   Jews 
with  anger,  being  grieved  for  the  hardness 


^ili"?  i"^"^'"    ^"  *'^  ^«^««  ^e  may  be 
angry  and  sm  not.  ' 

Selfishness  is  the  perversion  of   self   love 
iS.!^T.'^^^  P'^'""*  gratification  irrespec-' 
Si  if  in"  "''  consequences.    It  appropri^es 

rights  and  claims  of  others.  Self  love  seeks 
our  own  present  and  eternal  well-being— the 
highest  good  for  both  time  and  for  eternity— 
and  never  interferes  with  the  claims  or  highest 
well-being  of  others.  So  we  might  go  through 
the  whole  category  of  inward  emotions,  fell- 
ings, and  desires.  Redemption  comes  to  save 
n^;„"rf  kT  1"^  °"?"^^  attributes  of  human 
attributes  perversion    of   those 

.  It  is  necessary  that  we  should  also  discrim- 
inate between  what  was  sin  before  Adam's 
apostasy  and  what  is  sin  under  the  economy  of 
Grace  Adam  was  created  perfectly  pure,  ind 
was  placed  under  the  law  of  absolutely  perfect 
obedience.  He  fell,  and  was  then  allowed 
another  probabon  on  different  conditions.  He 
was  placed  under  the  law  of  redemption,  and 
a  lovmg  obedience  was  substituted  for  an 
absolutely  perfect  obedience. 

f^vull  "^"'/^J'  *^^  "'■°ya'  'aw,"  the  "law 
of  liberty.  John  describes  it  as  the  law  of 
ove.^  Paul  says,  "  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law.  It  IS  entirely  through  Chri  t  that  we  are 
placed  under  this  law  of  loving  obedience 
instead  of  the  law  of  absolutely  perfect  obedi- 
ence.   Every  human  being  is,  therefore,  abso- 


T^r?  IfP^"^!"?  "Pon  the  merits  of  Christ. 
Jow  Sr  '^':'^2^-'  °*  ^^'  "f^'  "°  "'^tter 
hHs  .n^  .  f?'  ^  ^''  '■""efious  attainments, 
uLllS-'f  *'^  transgressing  the  primal  law 

ZZ  ""^'f"  ""t'.'  ^^'  ^'^'^^'  b"t  he  has  be^ 

placed  under  this  divine  law  of  love  and  bv 

h,s  law  he  will  be  judged.    "  So  speak  ye.  and 

o?  Hberty?"^  *''*  ^''"  ""'  ^^^^'^y  *e  law 

}JIh  ^""^  ^"*^.  '^''^"  ^""^  ^«  to  attain  to  the 

nW>  r,""^,  °^   ^'*="'    *«    f^^dom    from 

nher  ted  defilements,  and  the  induement  with 

the  fulness  of  the  Spirit;  or,  in  other  words, 

to  Christian  perfection?    We  must  begin  seek- 

ng  this  blessing  not  when  we  are  backslidden 

m  heart,  but  when  we  have  the  clear  witness 

of  our  adoption  into  the  family  of  God 

I.  We  must  be  deeply  sensible  of  our  need 
We  must  have  a  knowledge  of  that  moral 
defilement  still  clinging  to  our  souls.  This 
knowledge  is  called  by  John  Wesley,  «  The 
repentance  of  believers."  It  is  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  the  repentance  of  a  sinner  seeking 
pardon.  When  a  man  comes  to  Christ  peni- 
tently seeking  deliverance  from  sin,  or  justifi- 
cation in  the  sight  o,  God,  he  has  a  deep  sense 
of  his  own  guiltiness.  When  the  believer 
comes  seeking  purification  from  the  inward 
defilements  still  adhering  to  his  soul,  he  has 
no  sense  of  guilt,  for  "there  is  no  condemna- 
tion to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,"  but  he 
has  a  deep  sense  and  intense  loathing  of  the 
defilements  of  sin. 


t^m 


After  passing  through  the  severe  ordeal  of 
affliction,  and  Job  was  brought  face  to  face 
with  God,  he  said,  "  I  have  heard  of  Thee  by 
the  hearing  of  the  ears,  but  now  mine  eye 
seeth  Thee,  wherefore,  I  abhor  myself  and 
repent  in  dust  and  ashes." 

When  Isaiah,  the  most  evangelical  of  all  the 
prophets,  was  favored  with  a  vision  of  God, 
as  recorded  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  his  pro- 
phecy, he  said,  "  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  unaone; 
because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips  and  I  dwell 
in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips;  for 
mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of 
Hosts." 

When  Peter  saw  the  manifestation  of 
Christ's  power  in  the  miraculous  draught  of 
fishes,  he  said,  "  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a 
sinful  man,  O  Lord."  In  all  these  cases  it  was 
the  cleai'  conception  of  God,  of  His  essential 
purity,  which  by  contrast  revealed  the  defile- 
ment of  the  human  soul.  This  consciousness 
of  our  need  is  the  first  step  toward  a  higher 
life. 

2.  Having  discovered  our  need,  we  must 
next  have  the  full  persuasion  that  God  has 
made  ample  provision  to  remove  the  impurity 
of  sin  and  replenish  our  souls  with  grace. 
God  always  adapts  His  promises  to  His  com- 
mands. He  commands,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all 
thy  strength."  Now  look  how  he  fits  the 
promise  to  the  command, — "  I  will  circumcise 


thy  heart  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  that  thou 
mayst  live."     "  Be  ye  holy,;   for  I  am  holy." 

Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you, 
and  ye  shall  be  clean;  from  all  your  filthiness, 
and  from  all  your  idols  will  I  cleanse  you." 
"^  I  will  save  you  from  all  your  uncleanness." 

And  the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify  you 
wholly;  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit  and 
soul  and  body  be  preserved  blameless  unto  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Faithful  is 
He  that  calleth  you  who  also  will  do  it."  It 
is  not  a  question  of  what  we  can  do,  but  what 
can  God  do?  Hear  the  testimony  of  Scripture 
m  regard  to  Christ's  power  to  save.  "  He  is 
able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost  all  who  come 
unto  God  by  Him."  "  He  is  able  to  do  for  us 
exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or 
think."  Who  can  measure  God's  uttermost? 
Who  can  limit  the  range  of  human  thought? 
Christ's  power  to  save  is  equal  to  each,  is, 
superior  to  both.  Satan  surely  has  not  per- 
verted human  nature  beyond  Christ's  power  to 
restore  and  purify.  "  That  Christ  may  dwell  in 
your  hearts  by  faith,  that  ye,  beinp  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  mprehend 
with  all  saints  what  is  the  breadt.  ^nd  length 
and  depth  and  height;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might 
be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God."  It  is  a 
great  thing  to  be  filled  with  God ;  it  is  greater 
to  be  filled  with  the  fulness  of  God;  but  it  is 
greatest  to  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God. 


SieSr  "  **"  ^"^^"^Sht  privilege  of  every 

3-  After  a  cltar  conviction  of  our  need,  and 
full  assurance  of  God's  provision  to  meet  that 
need,  we  must  come  and  make  a  personal 
appropriation  of  His  full  salvation.  We  must 
come  with  an  empty  hand.  We  have  nothing 
to  bring  to  merit  His  grace.  We  must  com! 
with  an  open  hand  of  faith,  there  must  be  per- 

tn  n kI-  T ^''„*°  •■^"'^^'  ^"d  '"tense  anxiety 
to  obtain  the  full  salvation  which  God  has  prl 
vided  for  us  through  Christ.  It  is  not  enough 
to  believe  that  God  has  provided  this  great  sal- 
v-ation  for  us,  or  to  believe  that  we  may  obtain 
It  at  some  future  time,  we  must  believe  that 
rie  doeth  tt  now. 

We  are  not  responsible  for  the  presence  of 
inherited  or  inbred  sin.    Without  our  choice  it 
IS  attached  to  our  souls.     But  we  know  that 
ot      has    made    provision    for   its    removal 
through  the  redemption  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
we  are  responsible  for  retaining  it  after  we 
come  into  the  possession  of  this  knowledge 
Where  sm  aboundeth,  grace  did  much  more 
abound.      "He  that  spared  not  His  own  Son, 
but  delivered  Him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  He 
not  with  Him,  also  freely  give  us  all  things." 
The    blood    of    Jesus    Christ,    His    Son, 
cleanset-h  us  from  all  sin."    "  Be  ye  holy,  for 
1,  the  Lord  your  Gpd,  am  holy"    "  I  beseech 
you,  therefore,  brethren,  by  the    mercies    of 
God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacri- 
hce,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  js  your 
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?h?To'?rdT'rK  ^  ^  "°^  «>°fo™ed  to 
tni.    world     but  be  ye  transformed  by  the 

wS?  of  God  •?°°«  Li?.'  "'"P^^'"^  andyrfec? 
peoDle"    T«    ^  ?.  ^  standard  for  the 

people.  Isa.  62.  10.  Here  it  is:  "And  He 
gave  some,  apostles;  and  some,  prophets    and 

Sers"?oft'^''  f'-  --  PaS'S^d 
the  work  If.?'  Pf'^^'^S  of  the  saints,  for 
the  work  of  the  mmistry,  for  the  edifying  of 
he  body  of  Christ:  Till  we  all  come    "the 

Sof  0/  'r^/^'  '"^  °^  '^'  l^^^wledge  of  the 
Son   of   God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto   the 


Xtbc  Offt  of  power. 

"  But  ye  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
IS  come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  nie 
both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth."— Acts  i  :  8. 

^Op'S  dealings  with  man  may  be  divided 
into  three  great  dispensations — the  dis- 
pensation of  the  Father,  the  dispensa- 
tion of  the  Son,  and  the  dispensation 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  dispensation  of  the 
Father  was  a  grand  preparatory  arrangement 
For  four  thousand  years  God  was  preparing 
the  church  and  the  world  for  the  advent  and 
missions  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Then  came  the  dispensation  of  the  Son, 
beginning  with  the  commencement  of  his  pub- 
lic ministry.  He  came  to  manifest  the  Father, 
to  show  men  how  they  ought  to  live,  to  reveal 
the  fundamental  principles  of  divine  truth,  and 
to  make  a  full  atonement  for  sin. 

The  dispensation  of  the  spirit  began  with 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  and  will  be  continued  to 
the  grand  consummation  of  all  things.  There 
are  two  thoughts  in  our  text: 

First,  it  is  the  privilege  of  all  believers  to 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power; 
and, 

Secondly,  we  will  show  the  blessed  advan- 
tages consequent  upon  this  gift  of  the  Spirit. 
14 


First,  it  is  the  privilege  of  every  believer  to 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power.  By 
this  we  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  it  is  now 
the  privilege  of  believers  to  receive  the  Holy 
Spirit  m  the  sense  of  working  miracles,  speak- 
ing with  tongues  or  miraculous  inspiration, 
for  all  did  not  receive  the  Spirit  in  these 
respects  even  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles, 
which  we  will  hereafter  show. 

But  since  the  glorification  of  Jesus  Christ, 
It  IS  the  exalted  and  blessed  privilege  of  every 
believer  to  receive  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
fulness  of  His  sanctifying  grace  and  power. 
This  is  evident  from  the  numerous  promises 
of    the  Father  in  the  Old  Testament;   these 
promises  being  renewed  by  John  the  Baptist; 
confirmed  by  Jesus    Christ;    and   verified  by 
their  fulfilment  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.    The 
promises  in  relation  to  the  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures 
are  many.    It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should 
cite  these  in  detail;  they  all  seem  to  be  included 
in  that  one  comprehensive  promise  recorded  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  second  chapter  of  Joel. 
More  than  six  hundred  years  before  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Gospel  dispensation  this  prophet 
foretold  the  outpouring  of   the  Spirit    in  the 
latter  days.     Hear  him :  "  And  it  shall  come 
to  pass  afterward  that  I   shall   pour  out  my 
spirit  upon  all  flesh;  and  your  sons  and  your 
daughters  shall  prophesy,  your  old  men  shall 
dream    dreams,    your   young   men   shall    see 
visions.    And  also  upon  the  servants  and  upon 


I 
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harWn^fr    ?   ~"^t«"tly.occurring,  until  the 

Mnks  of  the  Jordan,  and  commanded  the 
people  everywhere  to  repent  Crowds  flocked 
out  to  his  ministry  from  every  grade  and  class 
of  society.  Amongst  others  were  to  be  found 
the  proud,  the  self-righteous  and  hypocritical 
Pharisees,  who  met  with  his  pointed  rebuke- 

v«^'/^/*^f"^'°",  °^  ^'P«"'  ^^°  hath  warned 
you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come?" 

John  was  a  burning  and  shining  light  in  his ' 
day,  and  many  rejoiced  in  his  light.    His  min- 
istry was.very  brief;  but  it  wa^  a  very  success- 
•^  one,  so  much  so  that  there  seems  to  have 
Deen  a  general  impression  that  this  was  the 
long  prornised,  the  long  looked  for,  and,  by  the 
devout,  the  long  prayed  for.  Messiah.    As  a'l 
men  were  in  expectation  and  mused  in  their 
hearts  of  John  whether  he  was  the  Christ,  the 
noble-h^rted  man  confessed  and  denied  not- 
but  confessed,  saying,  "I  am  not  the  Christ."' 
1  hen  he  renewed  the  ancient  promise  given  by 
God  the  Father  and  recorded  by  Joel,  sayir^g, 
1  indeed  baptize  you  with  water,  but  He  that 
Cometh  after  me  is  mightier  than  I,  the  latchet 
of  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose. 
He  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
with  fire. 

While  John  was  thus  successfully  fulfillin? 
his  mimstry,  on   one  occasion,  he  saw  Jesus 
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I 
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'^BehoM^.^''  ?"'l'"/'^'  "^^'y  °^  his  soul. 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 

people  I  knew  H.m  not;  but  He  that  sent 
m^  '°  i^Pt'^^^'th  water,  the  same  said  unto 
me.  Upon  whom  thou  shalt  see  the  spirit 
clescendmg.  and  remaining  on  him,  the  same  .s 
Ue  wb'  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghost,'  and 
John  s^^  and  bare  record.  1  he  next  day  John 
was  talkmg  with  two  of  his  dis^ipl^  and 
ookmg  upon  Jesus  as  he  walked  cried  out  in 

''Reh'^l!J^^f"*'u  ^'^°"  'he  previous  day, 
Behold  the  I^mb  of  God."  Those  two  dis- 
ciples at  once  followed  Jesus.  From  day  to 
day  the  disciples  increased  in  number,  until  at 
length  It  was  rumored  abroad  that  Jesus  mad»- 
and  baptized  more  disc.ples  than  John,  though 
Jesus  baptized  not,  but  His  disciples.  That 
is,  he  baptized  not  with  water.  His  baptism 
was  not  to  be  of  water,  but  of  the  Spirit,  not 
an  outward  application,  but  an  inward  purifi- 
cation; and  this  baptism  was  not  given,  and 
could  not  be  given,  until  after  the  glorification 
of  Jesus  Christ 

It  is  tnie  that  the  Holy  Spirit  in  certain 
measure  was  given  both  to  believers  and 
unbelievers  from  the  beginning,  but  in  the  ful- 
ness of  His  sanctifying  grace  and  power.  He 
was  not  given  and  could  not  be  given  until 
after  the  glorification  of  our  Lord,  because  in 
the  first  place,  the  Spi.it  in  His  fulness  was  to 
come  in  consequence  of  the  atonement  of 
Chnst;   and,  therefore,  could  not  come  until 


iS 

after  His  suffenWs  and  death-   ,„j    •     .._ 
wond   place    the   SniWf    •      ir*"*'   *"   *« 
power  wL  to  bL  a  suffiutTto"^-  ^'^3^'"^ 
and  all  true  MkvtnTZJnA^'/  ^"^'P'" 
the  bodily  presence  "f  S.eWlZ°iT%  ^°' 

£Ssto5£i5H?^-- 

him  come  „„,o  ™   a„rf   h"',.  ™",  ""i"'. '«' 
Wieveth  on  me  «  ihfc    ^n'^md  whoever 

5;^;»M?;r,,ir,l;ro7,^^»ji°".; 
i;ss.i^rafSier:ii}^ 

rece  ve:  "For  th«.  H«i„  V^u         """  should 

•very  believer  S'^'e  vM     ri  .'X;:'^  »' 
wh.eh  i,  obviou,  from  the  wfrfs  •■  Th™^ 

gey  listened  „   ^,  "s,  it  S'S 
astomidms  mmcte,  until  at  last  he  began  » 
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s™»i;i^?*H  '~™t*»  -"'oS  '"a 

because  I  go  unto  the  Father"  Th!  i  -T  ' 
,^7  ««ed.ngly  perpfexed^in  tie  r'Si^^ 
and  said  among  themselves,  "What  hMs 
that  he  sa.th;  we  cannot  tell  what  He  iith  " 
yr/hi'rtsT"  ''^";'    ""^''^    sorrow"  fed 

ent  that  T  JA  T  '^'  ''■"''^'  ''  '«  expedi- 

ent that  I  go  away,  for  if  I  go  not  awavthe 

Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you  butlfT  hI 
part  I  will  send  Him  unto  you/°  'chri  Ijust" 
depar^  first,  and  then  the  Com  orter  in  all  HU 
consoling  and  sanctifying  ^er  was  to  t^ 
given  to  the  Church.  °  ^ 

Christ  has  departed  and,  therefore  we 
mmtan.  that  it  is  now  the  privilege  o;veTy 
bel^ver  to  rece.ve  th.  Comforter  in^the  fulness 

was  afeTfr^m'^r "»;  ""^  ''"^'^  *^^  faster 
was  taken  from  their  head,  and  the  disciok-s 
were  all  scattered  abroad.  No  sooner  £ 
then-  panic  over  than  Christ  appeared  in  tEr 

a™ot'th'"V^"i^'-^-    ««=--**"  ^"d  ou 
r.  .F.r^"'  ^°'  ^^^  'P^"^  of  forty  days.    On 
one  of  those  occasions  He  confirmed  the  ancient 
promase  g,ven  by  God  the  Father  and  rec"S 

fnV"'  fol?  "'T'^A^y  ^°^''  *^  Baptist  say- 
buf'v.{^  n  Z^u'^  •''^P"""^  yo"  ^i'h  water, 
but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
not  many  days  hence."  ^ 


ao 


heard  from  Hisl  pTas  H.  ^'l  T'^'  ^^^^ 
heaven  were  « T/  t  T'  ^^^^"  "P  '"to 
after  thaTthe  Ho^^ VL'. ,?""  '•"^'^^  P^^^"" 
and  ye  shal  be  Ses^es  unto  '°T  ^^  y°"' 

Jerusalem  wiSgrS 'ov  S  '"""'"'  '°"' 

prayer  and  supplication.     Oh  ZLtTlrJ, 
presents   tself  to  us  herp     tV'  ^  ^*^^^ 

ratner,  one  hundred  and  twpnf,,  f^^  I 
prayers  going  up  in  the  n^e  oS  forT 

Ss  one  h'^T''.'^^  promised  Sin  a  few 
days  one  hundred  and  twenty  hungering  3 
tbrstmg  after  the  fulness  of  God.  WMe  thev 
thus  waited,  with  one  accord  in  prayer  and 
supphcafon,  all  at  once-not  graduS;   but 
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not  a  wind,  but  a  sound— as  of  a  rushino- 
niighty  wind  and  spread  itself  tS  ougJalHlfe 
rooms  ,n  which  they  were  sitting;  fnd  here 
appeared  unto  them  cloven  tongue    like  as  of 

.ir-fiu"^  '"'•  "uP°"  '^''^  °f  them,?nd  hey  were 
all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  First  there 
appeared  a  great  sheet  of  flame  in  the  room 
hen  ,t  divided  itself  into  shapes  HkeunTo 
tong^aes  and  a  tongue  sat  on  each  of  the  enti  e 
one  hundred  and  twenty. 

thf'^  *^^y,  "r  ^^'"inded  how  the  Lord  in 
the  days  of  the  Prophet  Elijah,  by  a  great 
and  fierce  wmd  rent    the   earth   asu^nder^and 

£  .».  T  ""^A^'  '"  P'"^^'  '^^fo'-e  the  Lord? 
But  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind,  and  after 
the  wmd  an  earthquake,  but  the  Lord  was  not 
m  the  earthquake,  and  after  the  earthquake  a 
hre,  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  fire,  and  after 
the  fire  a  still  small  voice,  which  caused  the 
prophet  to  wrap  his  head  in  his  mantle,  and 
me  Lord  was  m  it.  Whether  they  are 
remmded  of  these  circumstances  or  not,  here 

II.JV  ,  '°""^  °*  ^  '■"'^'"&'  "I'ghty  wind, 
then  the  cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire,  sitting 
upon  each  of  them,  and  after  that  the  fulnes! 
oi  the  Spirit. 

_  We  are  not,  however,  for  one  moment  to 
imagine  that  this  gift  of  the  Spirit  was 
restricted  to  the  day  of  Pentecost  or  limited  to 
he  Jewish  believers.  Not  so;  for  subsequently 
the  Gentiles  also  received  the  same  precious 
gift  from  the  hands  of  the  Lord.    Cornelius 


»2 


Who  was  a  devout  man,  and  feared  God  with 
a^l  his  house,  in  obedience  to  the  command  o5 
Si  ^".^^'y^^"*  fo"-  Peter  to  instruct  him  more 
tuuy  m  the  way  of  salvation.  While  Peter 
SZ  ^^^/"l^"'^   t°   those  who  were  in  his 

0^^!;^^  .  v."  ^'"i  'P^^''  '^^  Holy  Ghost  fell 
on  them  that  heard  as  it  did  upon  the  disciples 

^nin  .K^'""'"^'  ^"^  *°'^  J^^«  who  accom- 
panied the  aposi  to  Caesarea  were  astonished 
because  on  the  Gentiles  also  was  poured  out 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  promise  of  the  Father  began  to  be  ful- 
S  K  Ti^!"^  °^  Pentecost;  it  has  continued 
to  be  fulfilled  m  every  gracious  revival  of  the 
work  of  God  from  that  time  to  the  present, 
and  will  continue  to  be  fulfilled  until  the  last 
saved  soul  shall  be  raised  from  earth  to  glory 

becondly,  we  are  to  show  the  benefits  result- 
ing from  this  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  These 
benefits  are  three:  First,  to  the  individual 
believer;  secondly,  to  the  Church,  in  her  col- 
lective capacity;  and  thirdly,  to  the  world  at 
large. 

The  first  benefit  is.  to  the  individual  believer. 
We  read,  '  They  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
i'pirit.  Men  differ  in  their  opinion  as  to 
what  we  are  to  understand  by  being  filled  with 
the  Spirit  of  God.  Some  would  have  us 
believe  when  we  read  of  being  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  we  are  to  understand  thereby 
the  reception  of  the  St,rit  in  the  sense  of 
working  miracles,  speaking  with  tongues,  or 
miraculous  inspiration.    But  so  far  from  hav- 
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ing  invariably  this  signification,  that  generally 
it  does  not  signify  any  such  extraordinary  gift 
whatever.  For  all  in  the  days  of  the  apostles 
did  not  receive  the  Spirit  in  the  sense  of  work- 
ing miracles,  speaking  with  tongues,  etc.  Paul 
enquires,  "  Do  all  speak  with  tongues,  are  all 
workers  of  miracles,  do  all  prophesy,  have  all 
the  gifts  of  healing?"  Surely  not,  but  every 
believer  may  be  filled  with  the  Spirit,  for  the 
general  exhortation  of  the  Apostle  unto  the 
Church  is,  "  Be  not  drunk  with  wine  wherein 
is  excess,  but  be  filled  with  the  Spirit."  John 
the  Baptist  is  said  to  have  done  no  miracles, 
and  yet  it  is  recorded  of  him  that  from  infancy 
he  was  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  seven 
deacons  appointed  by  the  apostles  were  not 
elected  to  work  miracles  or  speak  with 
tongues,  but  were  chosen  to  attend  to  the 
secular  affairs  of  the  Church  that  the  apostles 
might  give  themselves  wholly  to  the  ministry 
of  the  Word  and  to  prayer ;  yet  these  men  were 
to  be  full  of  f- .''th  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

On  the  otner  hand,  some  would  have  us 
believe  when  we  read  of  being  filled  with  the 
spirit,  that  we  are  to  understand  nothing  more 
thereby  than  the  reception  of  the  Spirit  in  any 
sense.  It  is  one  thing  to  receive  the  Spirit  in 
a  certain  measure,  it  is  much  greater  to  be 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Doubtless  the 
apostles  received  the  Spirit  in  a  certain 
measure  before  the  day  of  Pentecost,  for  on 
the  evening  of  the  resurrection,  when  Jesus 
appeared  unto  the  ten  in  the  upper  room,  He 
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breathed   upon   thenTTnd   said   unto   them, 
Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost."    Will  any  man 

JeceTve'th^  H^  *'«f^  '^°''  '^'^"P'"  ^fd  no" 
nnZV  °'^  ^P'"*  '"  ^  «rtain  measure 
on  that  occasion.  We  would  not  dare  to 
assume  such  a  position,  but  we  would  fear- 
essly  marntam  that  they  were  not  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  until  the  day  of  Pentecost.  On 

whh^hr<5°'-hu'''t"  '^^y  ^^^«   «°   filled 
with  the  Spirit  that  all  malice  and  hatred  and 

covetousness    were    cast    out.      What    low 

k[nL      1';'"'"'.*^"^  ^^"^  °f    the  Messiah's 
kingdom  before  the  reception  of  the  Spirit  on 

wfA  °^  fu"'''°'*-  While  Jesi.  wasstii: 
with  them  they  were  dreaming  of  ihe  estau- 
li.hment  of  an  earthly  kingdom  of  unparalleled 
splendor  and  power.  They  imagined  that  one 
d^y  before  long  the  Master  would  lay  aside 
t^'\^t-f^^"*'  °*  humility,  clothe  Himself  in 
the  habiliments  of  royalty  and  power,  sway  a 
yisib  e  sceptre,  wear  a  visible  crown  and  sub- 
jugate all  nations,  and  make  the  Tews  the 
peculiar  favorites  of  His  throne.  Hence  they 
were  frequently  found  disputing  among  them- 
selves who  should  occupy  the^  most^disti^-  ^ 
guished  positions  in  this  new  secular  kingdom 
which    they  supposed    Christ   would    set   up 

ZinV  ^^.."".tru  ^'  Capernaum  Jesus  said 
unto  them,  "  What  was  it  ye  disputed  amongst 
yourselves  by  the  way?"  But  they  held  thdr 
peace,  because  by  the  way  they  had  disputed 
amongst  themselves  who  should  be  the  great- 
est.   James  and  John  desired  to  sit,  one  upon 


the  right  hand,  and  the  other  upon  the  left  of 
Christ  in  His  kingdom,  that  is,  they  desired 
to  be  the  Prime  Ministers  of  State  in  the  new 
ekrthly  kingdom  which  they  supposed  Christ 
would  establish.  A  similar  disputation  broke 
in  upon  the  awful  solemnities  of  the  Last  Sup- 
per. On  this  occasion  Christ  quelled  their  dis- 
pute, and  rebuked  their  worldly  ambition  by 
the  significant  and  lowly  act  of  feet  washing. 
But  now,  having  received  the  fulness  of  the 
Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  we  have  not 
another  instance  on  record  of  their  disputing 
amongst  themselves  who  should  be  the  greatest 
From  that  time  forward  well  did  they  know 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God  was  not  a  visible 
temporal  power,  but  that  the  Kingdom  of  God 
was  within  them,  and  consisted  not  in  meats 
and  drinks,  but  in  righteousness  and  peace  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

They  were  so  filled  with  the  Spirit  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost  that  all  servile  fear  and  the 
man-fearing  spirit  were  cast  out.  Hear  the 
proud  boast  of  Peter  when  his  Omniscient 
Master  told  him  that  he  would  deny  Him. 
"  Though  all  should  deny  thee,  yet  will  not  I." 
"  Lord  I  am  ready  to  go  with  thee,  both  into 
prison  and  to  death."  "  Though  I  should  die 
with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  thee."  But  up 
comes  Judas  Iscariot  at  the  head  of  a  band  of 
men  from  the  chief  priests  and  elders  of  the 
people.  Peter  boldly  and  rashly  pulled  out  his 
sword  and  smote  off  the  right  ear  of  Malchus, 
the  servant  of  the  High  Priest;  but  then  his 
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i>pint  he  who  a  few  weeks  before  ran  awav 
sTo'rd'oVrl  '\'^%'l"^'  stands  with'S^ 
astonished  and  mocking  multitude,  the  aston 

the  mockers  replying,  -  These  men  are  filled 
with  new  wine  "  But  Peter,  standing  up  whh 
the  eleven,  said,  "Ye  men  of  Tudef  aKll 

are  nntl    I     "  *°  "^  ^°''^^-     These  men 
the  ?h  rH  T^'"'  f  y.^  '"PP°^^'  seeing  it  is  but 
the  third  hour  of    the  day,  but    this    is  that 
wh.ch  was  spoken  by  the  .^ophet  }oe  ,  And  t 
shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  said  God 
I  will  pour  out  of  my  Spirit  upon  all  fl^sh^! 

Sw  '  V  l"'*^'"^"'  °^  *h^  promise  of  the 
father,  which  we  now  see  and  hear.  "  Ye  men 
of  Israel  hear  these  words:  Jesus  of  Nazarrth 
a  man  approved  of  God  among  you  by 
miracles  and  wonders  and  signs  which  God 
did  by  Him  in  the  midst  of  you,  as  ye  your- 
selves also  know;  Him  being  delivered  by  the 
determinate  counsel  and  foreknowledge  of  God 

Lr.r?^"?'P^PJ''"''"^  '"  '^^  '""rderers  of  the 
rZ2  J^^^*=^>^en,  and  by  wicked  hands  have 

froStSr^H»'r'  ^"'.^^  ^^'^  "i^^d  him 
Pew      T  ^^"^^  •   ^^"  '*  ^"^  P^^^i'^'e  that  this  is 

thTl  d  'T^^^'  "^^^^  ^^  '^^g^an  to  address 
the  multitude,  the  mockers  and  scoffers  were 
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ready  to  say  amongst  themselves,  "  Is  not  this 
the  man  whose  countenance  fell  a  short  t  me 

ot  the  High  Priest?  Is  not  this  he  who  denied 
w,th  oaths  and  blasphemies  that  he  knew  ISs 
Master?  Is  not  this  the  man  who  could  use 
h.s  heels  better  than  his  sword,  when  that 
deceiver  was  apprehended  in  th^  garden?" 
Such  queries  might  have  originated  in  their 
minds  when  Peter  began   to   speak,  but  they 

which  fell  from  h.s  lips.     Look  at  the  man. 
There  is  not  much  of  what  is  now  caller^ 
eloquence  about  him.    He  has  not  been  trained 
1    i^,       ^^  ^°'"^"  "'^  ^^'•eek  schools;  he  is 
no  philosopher;  he  has  acquired  no  prestige  as 
an  orator;  but  he  has  been  in  the  theological 
school  of  Jesus  Christ  for  three  years  and  a 
nait.     He  is,  therefore,  well  acquainted  with 
Uivmity;    has    passed    through    the    rushing 
winds  and  tongues   of   flame;   he   has   been 
endued  with  the  Spirit  and  with  power;  and 
tnerefore  his  words  are  not  the  words  which 
man  s  wisdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy 
Ohost    teacheth,    comparing   spiritual    things 
with  spiritual,  and    there    is    true    eloquence 
about  the  man  which  wrings  from  the  callous 
heart  the  cry  of  penitence. 

Look  at  his  audience.  Was  there  ever  such 
a  congregation  in  any  other  age  or  country? 
1  here  was  a  polyglot  crowd  of  at  least  seven- 
teen different  tongues  and  dialects;  men  of 
difterent  creeds  and  different  nations;  mockers 
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and  scoffers,  and  men  of  the  baser  sort.  There 
were  the  chief  priests  and  elders  of  the  people 
with  all  their  dreadful   apprehensiveness  lest 
this  man's  blood  should  be  brought  on  their 
hands,  a    tendency  which,  doubtless,    Peter's 
sermon    had;    and    yet    he    impeaches     them 
with    the    awful    crime    of    crucifying    the 
Lord  of  life  and  glory.     Look  again  on  this 
audience.    I  imagine  I  already  see  many  heads 
bowing  down  like  the  bull  rush.     At  length 
they  gave  vent  to  the  deep  emotions  that  were 
working  within,  and  cry,  in  the  bitterness  of 
their  souls,  "  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we 
do?    We  have  committed  a  crime  for  which 
there  is  no  name.    Men  may  call  it  deicide,  but 
in  the  vocabulary  of   heaven   it   is   nameless. 
Our  hands  are  red  with  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of   Gk)d.    The  flaming  eyes   of   Jehovah  are 
looking  us  through  and  through.     Hell  from 
beneath  is  rising  to  receive  its  prey.    Will  hell 
itself  be  a  refuge  to  hide  us  from  the  face  of 
Him  who  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamb?    While  black  despair 
was    settling    upon    their    sinking   souls,  the 
heart-cheering  words  of  infinite  mercy  drop 
with  balmy  accents  upon  their  ears.    "  Repent 
and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and 
ye  shall'  receive  the  gift   of   the  Holy  Ghost.' 
For  the  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your  chil- 
dren, and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many 
as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call.    Oh,  did  ever 
words  so  cheering,  words  so  Christ-like  and 
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divine,  at  any  other  period  in  the  world's  his- 
tory fall  upon  a  people  so  guilty  and  hell- 
deserving  as  those  words  of  the  earnest 
preacher  on  the  audience  of  the  Pentecost;  and 
that  sermon  was  not  without  its  effect,  for  the 
same  day  there  were  added  unto  the  Church 
three  thousand  souls. 

We  said  the  first  benefit  was  to  the  indi- 
vidual believer,  the  second  is  to  the  Church  in 
her  collective  capacity.  We  read  that  "  the 
multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one 
heart  and  one  soul,  neither  said  any  that  aught 
of  the  things  he  possessed  was  his  own,  but 
they  had  all  things  common;  for  as  many  as 
were  in  possession  of  lands  and  houses  sold 
them  and  brought  the  price  of  the  things  that 
were  sold  and  laid  it  down  at  the  apostles'  feet ; 
and  distribution  was  made  to  every  man 
according  as  he  had  need ;  and  they  continued 
steadfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellow- 
ship, and  in  breaking  of  bread  and  in  prayer; 
and  gjreat  grace  was  upon  them  all. 

What  a  picture  of  the  Church  is  this.  It  is  a 
picture  of  what  God  intended  the  Church  to 
be  throughout  the  whole  dispensation  of  the 
Spirit. 

It  is  this  Church  that  gives  the  strongest  evi- 
dence of  the  divinity  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Men  are  constantly  enquiring,  "  Who  will 
show  us  any  good?"  All  the  apologies  for 
Christianity  and  all  the  evidences  that  have 
ever  been  written  in  favor  of  the  divinity  of 
the    Christian    religion  will    not   produce   as 
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much  conviction  of  the  divine  origin  of  Chris- 
tianity as  a  Church  filled  with  the  Hoi  •  Spirit 
It  IS  an  exhibition  that  cannot  be  produced  by 
mere  human  means:  it  is  the  product  of  a 
divine  work;  it  is  the  only  Church  that  will 
evangelize  the  race.  When  Christ  gave  His 
commission  to  go  and  make  disciples  of  all 
nations.  He  attached  to  it  a  restriction-a  pro- 

S'°"-K.    ^f  ?:  y".  •"  ^^"^  "ty  °f  Jerusalem 
unW  ye  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high." 
_^  Ihe  motto  adopted  by  the  young  people  is, 
1  he  evangelization  of  the  world  in  this  gen- 
eration."   Can   it   be   done?     Not  with   the 
Church  as  she  is,  but  it  can  be  accomplished 
with  the    Church   filled  with  the  Spirit,  and 
endued  with  power  from  on  high.     The  great 
want  of  the  twentieth  century,  here  and  every- 
where, IS  the  Church  endued  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  with  power.   Then  she  will  go  forth 
clear  as   the  sun,  fair  as  the  moor,   and 
terrible  as  an  army  with  banners." 

The  third  benefit  resulting  from  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  the  worid  at  large.  After 
Pentecost  we  read  that  "  the  Lord  added  to 
the  Church  daily  such  as  were  being  saved." 
A  multitude  of  the  priests  were  obedient  to  the 
faith.  These  Jewish  priests  were  the  hardest 
people  on  earth  to  convert.  All  the  records 
through  .the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  amongst 
Jews  and  Gentiles  are  records  of  the  wonder- 
ful triumphs  of  the  early  Church. 

How  is  it  that  there  was  such  a  marvellous 
display  of  saving  power  after  Pentecost?  Per- 
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haps  the  almost  unanimous  response  would  be 
because  the  ministers  were  then  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  their  words  were  with  power. 
We  readily  grant  that  this  was  one  very 
important  reason ;  but  we  deny  that  it  was  the 
sole  reason.  Observe  the  Bible  teaches  that 
not  only  the  ministry  were  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  but  they  were  "  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost."  "Great  grace  was  upon  them  all," 
and  they  "  all  continued  with  one  accord  in 
prayer  and  supplication."  Can  we  for  one 
moment  imagine  that  those  almost  heaven- 
inspired  prayers  were  wafted  on  the  wings  of 
living  faith  daily  to  the  throne  of  God  in  vain? 
Here  were  the  grand  reasons  why  there  was 
such  wonderful  saving  p(  wer  in  those  days; 
there  was  a  sanctified  minisiiy  and  a  sanctified 
Church,  and  both  were  united  in  untiring 
efforts  for  the  universal  extension  and  estab- 
lishment of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 

This  is  the  great  want  of  the  Church  to-day: 
a  sanctified  ministry  and  a  sanctified  Church, 
and  both  earnestly  and  indefatigably  laboring 
to  bring  the  world  back  unsmitten  to  the  feet 
of  offended  Sovereignty.  If  ever  this  world 
is  to  be  converted,  we  must  have  a  restoration 
of  primitive  power  and  practice;  the  power  of 
God  must  act  through  fully  consecrated  men 
and  women. 

Reader,  have  you  received  this  outpouring 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  power?  If  not,  why 
have  you  not  ?  Is  it  because  ample  provision  is 
not  made  for  your  reception  of  this  heavenly 
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gift  ?    You  cannot  look  at  the  promises  of  the 
Divine  Word  and  the  unlimited  provisions  of 
grace,  and  in  the  face  of  these  say  that  God 
has  not  provided  an  amplitude  of  grace  and 
jjower  to  qualify  you  to  take  your  proper  part 
m  the  world's  evangelization.    Do  you  desire 
to  see  the  Rose  of  Sharon  springing  up  in  the 
garden  of  the  Lord  and  spreading  itself  to 
earth  s  remotest  bounds?    Do  you  desire  that 
the  members  of  your  own  household,  or  your 
friends  and  neighbors,  shall  be  brought  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  truth?  Do  you  desire  to  see 
the  pathway  to  hell  so  completely  overgrown 
that  even  the  keen  eye  of  an  archangel  could 
not  discover  a  single  footprint  there;  and  the 
pathway  to  heaven  thronged  with  happy  pil- 
grims; then,  that  you  may  be  fully  qualified  to 
discharge  your  duty,  in  bringing  about  those 
grand  and  glorious  results,  get  the  fulness  of 
the  Spirit,  the  heavnly  dynamite,  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

"  O  that  it  now  from  heaven  might  fall, 
And  all  our  sirs  consume  ! 
Come,  Holy  Ghost,  for  Thee  we  call, 
Spirit  of  burning,  come  !" 
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